On behalf of the Richmond Public Interest Law Review, it is my honor to present the first issue of Volume XXI. This is the 2017 edition of our General Assembly in Review. A lot of hard work went into this issue, and we are proud of our General Assembly Editor, Tori Zicker, and our General Assembly Lead Articles Editor, Meg Long, who worked tirelessly to create this the first edition of Volume XXI.
In this issue, authors address matters that will affect the 2018 General Assembly session in the Commonwealth of Virginia. This issue explores the grand larceny threshold, gerrymandering, capital sentencing for juveniles, bedbugs, and incarceration of the mentally ill. While they range from touching on high-profile issues to exposing otherwise unknown laws, each issue addressed herein is pertinent to Virginians today, and we are proud to help facilitate a healthy dialogue about these important topics our legislators must consider in January.
In A Reform Long Overdue: Raising Virginia's Felony Grand Larceny Threshold, political analyst Bill Rice offers reason to raise the grand larceny threshold in Virginia. Rice proses an amendment to § 18.2-95 of the Virginia Code, which currently sets the threshold at $200, and hopes the General Assembly will take action on this in 2018.
In Slaying the Gerrymander: How Reform Will Happen in the Commonwealth, the director of Virginia2021, Brian Cannon, and Virginia 2021 legal intern, Ben Williams, argue for an abolishment of gerrymandering in Virginia. Cannon and Williams demonstrate that gerrymandering, while possessing a rich history, has become problematic in the Commonwealth. The authors seek to end gerrymandering in Virginia through legislation. Mitchell's death. In his comment, Tams encourages the General Assembly to reconsider previously tabled legislation, including bills that would ensure increased accountability for jails and greater access for mental health treatment.
Capital Sentencing for Children in Virginia in
The breadth of this issue illustrates the divergence of topics of which Virginians must be informed. We are thankful to each one of the authors who shared their expertise with our readers. On behalf of the Richmond Public Interest Law Review, we sincerely hope this issue offers you insight on some of the most important matters that will go before the General Assembly in 2018.
Sincerely,
Alexandra Ellmauer
Editor in Chief
